Free perforation due to cancer in Crohn's disease.
Free perforation of cancer in Crohn's disease is exceedingly rare. Three cases were found among 1010 patients admitted to Mount Sinai Hospital between 1960 and 1980. Free perforation of cancer occurs late in the course of Crohn's disease between the second and third decades of disease, whereas spontaneous free perforation usually occurs within the first 5 years. Cancer-related perforation is associated with weight loss, mass and fistula, and carries a poor prognosis.